-----RADCLIFFE.

stretched till the "bones started from their
sockets. It was formerly much used by
civil authorities in the cases of traitors and
conspirators; and by tbe members of the In-
quisition, for extorting a recantation from
imputed heretical opinions. The rack was
introduced into England in the reign of
Henry VI., and although declared by com-
petent judges to be contrary to English law,
there are many instances of its use as late
as the time of Charles I.

Back, in machinery, a straight or slightly
curved metallic bar, with teeth on one of
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Hack and Pinion.

its edges, adapted to work into the teeth
of a wheel or pinion, for the purpose of
converting a circular into a rectilinear mo-
tion, or vice versa.

Rackets, or RACQUETS, a game played in
a prepared court, open or close, with a small
hard ball and a bat like that used for play-
ing tennis. The close or roofed court is
now generally preferred for playing in. It
is an oblong rectangular area, 80 feet long
and 40 broad when of full dimensions, and
having high walls. The floor is divided
into two chief areas of unequal size by a
line, called the short line, drawn across it at
two-fifths of the length of the court from
the back wall, the smaller area being again
divided into two equal parts by a line at
right angles to this, and two small areas
being marked off in the other space next the
short line, called service spaces. Two hori-
zontal lines are also drawn across the front
wall, one 2 feet 2 inches above the floor,
below which if a ball strike it is out of play,
the other, the cut line, 7 feet 9 inches
above the floor. The game may be played
with either one or two persons on each
side. It is decided by lot which side goes
in first, and the first player assumes which
side of the court he pleases (usually the
right), while the other stands in the oppo-
site corner. The first player then begins
to serve, which consists in striking the ball
with the bat so as to make it strike the
front wall above the cut line, and then re-
bound into the opposite corner. If the ball
is properly served the second player must

lower line; but in returning the ball in
this manner the player may if he likes first
make it strike either of the side walls. The
player may also return it before it touches
the floor. The first player then returns the
ball in the same way, and this goes on until
either player fails. If it is the first player
who fails, it is then the turn of the second
player to serve. If it is the second player,
the first scores one (an ace), and continues
to serve, but goes to the opposite side of the
court. In general fifteen is game.

Racoon', or RACCOON', an American plan-
tigrade carnivorous mammal, the common
racoon being the Procyon lotor. It is about
the size of a small fox, and its grayish-
brown fur is deemed valuable, being princi-
pally used in the manufacture of hats. This
animal lodges in hollow trees, feeds occa-
sionally on vegetables, and its flesh is pala-
table food. It inhabits North America from
Canada to the tropics. The black-footed
racoon of Texas and California is P. Her-
mandezii. The agouara or crab-eating
racoon (P. cancrivdruts) is found further
south on the American continent than the
above species, and is generally larger. Al-
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though denominated 'crab-eating' it does
not appear to be any more addicted to this
dietary than the common species.
Radautz, a town of Austria, in the duchy
of Bukowina, with a government stud of
horses and manufactures of machinery, glass,
paper, beer, and spirits. Pop. 11,162.
Radcliffe, a town in Lancashire, on the
river Irwell, 7 miles N.W. of Manchester and
3 s.w. of Bury, does a considerable business
in calico-printing, cotton-weaving, bleach-
ing, &c., and has extensive collieries in its
vicinity. Pop. 20,0201
Radcliffe, ANN WARD or, novelist, born
in London in 1764, died 1823. She married
at the age of twenty-three Mr. William
Kadcliffe, afterwards editor and proprietor
of the English Chronicle newspaper. She
published in quick succession The Castles
of Athlin and Dunbayne, a Highland story;
The Sicilian Romance; and The Romance
of the Forest. Her master-piece is con-
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